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Confucianism and the Confucian Ideal of Human Rights

LI Shi-an
(Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872,China)

Abstract;: The Confucian is rich in human rights ideals, which are outstanding tradition of the Chinese culture. Although
the Confucian did not use the words of “Human Rights” in their analects, the ideals of human rights are formally expressed in
their writings by the usage of phrases such as humanity, kindheartedness, sincere, the people are the foundations of a govern-
ment, the policy of benevolen;:e. the Doctrine of the Mean, human harmony, and the combination of universe and mankind into
one concept of human identity, and the like, through which the Confucian ideals of human rights emerged. The Confucian ideals
of human rights emphasize the power of moral principles in the obtainment and enjoyment of rights in human societies. From a
historical perspective, the Confucian ideals of human rights had contributed to the development of Chinese and western democratic

ideals and would promote the development of universe human rights ideals in the 21st century.
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